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(a) Briefly describe the "Common Theme" area you selected. This should be brief (3-4 sentences).

Teaching high school students how to write three types of Advanced Placement World History Essays; specifically, the Document Based Question Essay (D.B.Q.), Change Over Time Essay (C.O.T.), and Compare/Contrast Essay (C.C.).  Students must also know the differences and similarities among all three types of essays and the guidelines for each essay type.
(b) Description of the specific performance problem and why its solution is important.

In the new world of high stakes testing, it is crucial for today’s high school student to have a very competitive transcript.  A high school transcript which includes advanced placement courses and international baccalaureate courses with passing exam scores, dual enrollment courses, a high GPA and ACT /SAT scores, and extracurricular and community involvement is now necessary for entrance into the best colleges.  For example, the standard for entrance into the University of Florida for an incoming freshman (in the fall semester of 2008) is a perfect 4.0 grade point average.  

When it comes to advanced placement courses and entrance into top colleges, it is not enough to merely be enrolled in these courses.  Students must be able to pass the rigorous advanced placement examinations at the end of each school year.  Many of these examinations require students to master essay writing, and for most advanced placement courses, essay writing represents fifty percent of the examination evaluation.

(c) Discuss what forms of interventions had been attempted previously (e.g., training sessions, tutorials) and why they did not succeed.

An article in the Stuart News from August, 2008 discussed the problem of declining advanced placement scores within the state of Florida.  Many reasons were discussed and included student misplacement, student motivation, parent involvement, larger class size, class scheduling, available resources, and teacher training.  This article proved that this issue is very important to the overall community.  The success of our students (and educational system in general) in today’s competitive world is at the forefront of political concerns and has been for decades.
Personally, I have addressed all of these issues in the past five years as an AP World History teacher.  At first, my interventions were relatively successful, but since my interventions have created a standstill.  For example, after my first year of teaching AP World History, I had a very low 20 percent pass rate which was very comparable with the teacher who was let go before me (she also had a 20 percent pass rate over a two-year period).  The first change I fought for was class scheduling.  It did not make sense to have a semester block course in the fall and then test students five months later (in May) after they had forgotten all the material and did not feel as accountable for their exam scores.  After much begging and pleading, I was given a year-long skinny block schedule.  The next year my pass rate increased by ten percentage points.  Then I purchased new textbooks and became an AP Reader.  The next year my pass rate increased another ten percentage points.  But I have been stuck at a forty percent pass rate the past three years (which is also the national pass rate for AP World History).  I address student motivation and parent involvement until I am blue in the face.  My skinny block schedule and resources are excellent, and my class size has been a nice 20-25 students per class.  I have been well trained as an AP reader the past three years and have attended many AP workshops.  Just recently, I started looking closely at the breakdown of my AP exam scores (which are given every year) and it became evident that my students’ essay scores have been consistently low over the past five years.  In other words, my teaching methods (when it comes to teaching the three forms of AP World History essays) may not have been effective enough.

(d) Define the state of the performers' abilities (i.e., is it a knowledge, skill, emotional, or systemic problem? did they have the ability and lost it or did they never have the ability? Include in this section, how you arrived at these determinations.
Therefore, my students have never really had the knowledge or skill ability to be great advanced placement essay writers.  Especially since my tenth grade classes are typically the first advanced placement class that students will take in their high school careers.  While students are taking my advanced placement class, they are just beginning pre-advanced placement English classes.  Upon entering my class, they have never taken a true advanced placement English class!  Also, after more statistical analysis, I have found that most of the students who do have passing scores on my advanced placement examinations are already strong writers and have the highest F.C.A.T. writing scores.

 
(e) Recommend interventions for improving performance levels and provide rationales as to why those inventions are likely to succeed where others have/will fail.
In the past I have taught advanced placement essay writing through basic lectures and have graded the essays myself.  Many times, students do not even read my feedback and throw their essay in the trash while saying things like: “cool…..I got a B”.  Students need to be more interactive with the essay process.  They need to be given the rubrics and examples of perfect essays that I am given as an AP reader.  They need to be able to manipulate these rubrics and essay examples.  They need to do peer editing and use some kind of standard formula or color coding system.  For example, maybe underlining the thesis in red or highlighting the author’s point of view in yellow will give them more of a visual to base the rubrics upon.  If students are given a system that is more visual and that can be repeated and practiced several times, they may gain better comprehension and recall and thus become better advanced placement essay writers.  Since there are three major types of advanced placement essays in my class, a more visual and standard system may also bring better organization to the advanced placement essay learning process.
